HURRICANE INFORMATION - 2004

For many of you Hawk families, this may be your first summer in Beaufort, or on the East Coast, for that matter.  Welcome to Hurricane Country.  Every year we have one or two scares here in South Carolina, and if we’re REEEEAAALLY lucky, like we were in 1999, the county calls for a MANDATORY EVACUATION.  This is not fun, people.  What makes it even worse for us Hawk families this year is that our nearest and dearest will be thousands of miles away and we are left to take care of things on our own.

I’ve put together just a little bit of information that may help you know what to do in the event of a hurricane watch, warning, or evacuation.  There is no need to panic, but you should really be prepared in the very possible event a hurricane comes close to Beaufort County during the next 6 months.  Hurricane season is from June through the end of November.  Historically, hurricanes that have come close to this area have done so in late August and early September.  This may give us a little time to prepare, but don’t let your guard down.  Get started on your plan NOW.

In the event there is an evacuation, please keep in contact with your Key Volunteer, so we will be able to account for all families whereabouts.  If you are going “home” to GA, TN, OH or whatever, we will need to know how to contact you.  If you are going to stay at a hotel in Columbia, Macon or Atlanta, we will need that information too.  Just STAY IN TOUCH.  Because I am a planning freak, I have already secured an evacuation plan that will take me to Macon, Georgia (where I went when I evacuated during Floyd in 1999.)  I’ve got my hotel picked out and a kennel lined up to check my dogs into when I get there.  I recommend doing as much research as possible beforehand so you aren’t left out in the cold later.  
EVACUATIONS 
BEAUFORT AND JASPER COUNTIES EVACUATED FOR ONLY FIVE HURRICANES OVER THE PAST 25 YEARS. 

• David 1979 – Hit 

• Hugo 1989 – Brushed 

• Bertha 1996 – Missed 

• Fran 1996 – Missed 

• Floyd 1999 – Missed 

HURRICANE NAMES FOR THE 2004 SEASON:
	· Alex 

· Bonnie 

· Charley 

· Danielle 

· Earl 
	· Frances 

· Gaston 

· Hermione 

· Ivan 

· Jeanne 

· Karl 
	· Lisa 

· Matthew 

· Nicole 

· Otto 

· Paula 
	· Richard 

· Shary 

· Tomas 

· Virginie 

· Walter 


HURRICANE INFORMATION – 2004 
SAFFIR-SIMPSON STORM SCALE FOR CLASSIFYING HURRICANES 
• CATEGORY 1: Winds of 74-95 mph 
Damage primarily to shrubbery, trees and unanchored mobile homes. No real damage to other structures. Some damage to poorly constructed signs. Low-lying coastal roads inundated, minor pier damage, some small craft anchored in unprotected areas torn from moorings. 

• CATEGORY 2: Winds of 96-110 mph 
Considerable damage to shrubbery and tree foliage; some trees blown down. Major damage to exposed mobile homes. Extensive damage to poorly constructed signs; some damage to roofing materials of buildings and some window and door damage. No major damage to buildings. Coastal roads and low-lying escape routes inland cut by rising water two to four hours before arrival of the hurricane’s center. Considerable damage to piers. Marinas flooded and small craft anchored to unprotected areas torn from moorings. 

• CATEGORY 3: Winds of 111-130 mph 
Foliage torn from trees; large trees blown down. Practically all poorly constructed signs blown down; some damage to roofing materials of buildings; some window and door damage; and some structural damage to small buildings. Mobile homes destroyed. Serious flooding at coast and many smaller structures near coast destroyed; low-lying escape routes inland cut by rising water three to five hours before the hurricane’s center arrives. 

• CATEGORY 4: Winds of 131-155 mph 
Shrubs and trees blown down; all signs down. Extensive damage to roofing materials, windows and doors; complete failure of roofs on many small residences; complete destruction of mobile homes. Major damage to lower floors of structures near shore because of flooding and battering by waves and floating debris. 

• CATEGORY 5: Winds greater than 155 mph 
Shrubs and trees blown down; considerable damage to roofs of buildings; all signs down; very severe and extensive damage to windows and doors; complete failure of roofs on many residences and industrial buildings; extensive shattering of glass in windows and doors; some complete building failures; small buildings overturned or blown away and complete destruction of mobile homes; low-lying escape routes inland cut by rising water three to five hours before the hurricane’s center arrives. 

Keep Informed

· Know the hurricane risks in our area. 

· Ensure that enough non-perishable food and water supplies are on hand. 

· Review your insurance policy.  Flood insurance policies are special policies and flooding is not covered under a general homeowner’s policy.

· Frequently listen to radio, TV or check online for official bulletins of the storm's progress. 

· Check batteries and stock up on canned foods, drinking water, first aid supplies and medications. 

· Have on hand a supply of extra cash. 

· Plan for your pets. Shelters and some motels/hotels do not allow them. 

Keep a Disaster Supply Kit at the Ready

· A 3-day supply of water (1 gallon per person per day) and food that won't spoil.

· One change of clothing and footwear per person. 

· One blanket or sleeping bag per person. 

· A first-aid kit, including prescription medicine. 

· Emergency tools, including a battery-powered NOAA Weather Radio and a portable radio, flashlight and plenty of batteries. Don't forget a manual can opener. 

· An extra set of car keys, a credit card and cash. 

· Special items for infant, elderly or disabled family members. 

· Important papers and personal treasures. 

· Candles and plenty of matches. 

· Extra ice in freezer. 

· Camera and film; extra batteries. 

· Sterno fuel and unit; charcoal. 

· Extra drinking water. 

· Fire extinguisher. 

· Flashlight or lantern, extra batteries. 

· Radio, extra batteries. 

· Pantry well stocked: canned goods, dry milk, dry cereals and baby food, powered drinks, bread; non-electric can opener; plastic utensils; garbage bags. 

What to do When There's a HURRICANE WATCH

This alert is issued when hurricane conditions pose a threat to this area within 36 hours. 

· Begin monitoring local media for hurricane updates and notices . 

· Fuel and service your family vehicle. 

· Check supplies of necessary medicines and first aid equipment. 

· Make arrangements for cash (hit the ATM BEFORE the power goes out!)  and travel expenses. 

· Check food supplies for canned, non-perishable items and water. 

· Check batteries for flashlights. 

· Secure lawn and porch furniture, garbage cans and other loose or lightweight outdoor items. 

· Board, tape or shutter windows to prevent shattering. Wedge sliding glass doors to prevent lifting from their tracks. 

· Review your evacuation route; confirm your destination arrangements. 

What to do When There's a HURRICANE WARNING

This warning is issued when hurricane conditions are expected to impact this area within 24 hours. 

· Load your vehicle with medicines, food, radios, flashlights, batteries, clothing, small valuables, important papers and personal items. 

· Move valuables and lightweight items to upper levels of your home and place as high as possible. 

· Prepare pets for evacuation. Remember that shelters and most hotels and motels do not take pets. 

· Be sure to take enough water and food with you for your pets for several days. 

· Place towels and throw rugs around windows and doors to reduce water seepage. Board up garage and porch doors. 

· Fill enough containers for several days' supply of drinking water. Fill bathtubs. 

· Unplug small appliances. 

· Lock all windows and doors. 

· Shut off all propane tanks. 

· Leave a message on recorder and make family, friends and neighbors aware of your destination. 

· Leave when all preparations are made or be prepared to leave immediately when an evacuation order is given. 

What to Do AFTER A Hurricane

Following an evacuation, the Beaufort County Emergency Management Agency will determine when residents may return to their homes. To receive this information, the following telephone and online sources can be accessed, so be sure to take these numbers and website addresses with you upon evacuating. 

· Beaufort County Emergency Management Website:   www.co.beaufort.sc.us/emd 

· Beaufort County Hurricane Re-Entry Hotline:     1-877-238-2021 

· South Carolina Department of Transportation:     1-888-877-9151 

· South Carolina Public Information:     1-800-256-8535


 

ADDITIONAL HURRICANE INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND ONLINE AT: 

· S.C. Emergency Preparedness Division: www.state.sc.us/emd/ 
· Beaufort County Emergency Preparedness: www.co.beaufort.sc.us/Emerg_mgt/houtlook 
· Weather and forecast information: www.beaufortgazette.com/weather 
· Accuweather Hurricane Center: www.hurricane.accuweather.com/adchurr/index.asp?partner=accuweather 
· America’s Weather: www.hurricaneadvisories.com/ 
· HNC Tropical Prediction Center: www.nhc.noaa.gov/ 
· American Red Cross: www.redcross.org 
· General Hurricane Information and a tracking map.
www.beaufortonline.com/almanac/hurricane.html
· Beaufort County Evacuation Routes: www.co.beaufort.sc.us/Emerg_mgt/evacuation.htm
Hope this information helps you guys out a little bit.  I just know that from my experience during Floyd, it is sooooo much better to be prepared way ahead of time rather than scrambling at the last minute (along with the rest of Beaufort County.)  Good Luck!
