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Photo of the Week...
He got the point

Humm, what can | say about this one? Well, it's

not every day you see an arrow sticking out of
someone's melon. The photo | didn't post is of a
big chunk cut out of this guy's thick skull showing
how far the point went in.
Hunting is a dangerous sport. Two things | re-
member from taking a hunter safety course in
Maine is to wear bright clothing, and ALWAYS
know what you are shooting at. That rustling in
the leaves could be a buck, or it could be Buck.

Weekly Safety Flagall 19 - 26 September 2004
Operational:

040923: LCpl (driver) and PFC (A-driver) from 7th Comm
Bn. In a MTVR crashed when an extra helmet on the seat
rolled off and interfered with the LCpl's ability to brake. The
LCpl attempted to remove the helmet and swerved into a
concrete wall. The LCpl was checked and cleared by emer-
gency personnel at the scene, while the PFC (A-driver) was
MEDEVAC'd. A subsequent HAZMAT spill of transmission
and hydraulic fluid was contained and cleaned. The PFC
sustained an open Patella fracture to her right leg. PAO
was notified as local media attention is anticipated. Both
Japanese and Military Police are involved in the investiga-
tion.

040924: A 2d Lt from 2d Bn, 10th Marines, 2 MARDIV rid-
ing in HMMWYV while on a convoy from Al Asad to Trebil
ran off the road and the HMMWYV overturned landing on
top of him and killing him

Aviation:

040920: A LtCol from VMFA-321 at MCAF, Quantico,
crashed an F/A-18A on the east runway of Quantico while
conducting touch-and-go's. The aircraft slid through a
fence and stopped in a marsh. The pilot ejected and is
currently at NMMC, Bethesda due injuries sustained.

Non-Operational:

040919: A LCpl from 3/4 was on liberty when SNM was
ejected from his POV in a single car rollover. SNM suffered
spinal injury, cannot feel his legs, and is currently stable
but undergoing surgery at Las Vegas University Medical
Center.

040923: A LCpl from MASS-3 lost control of his motorcy-
cle while exiting a highway onto a surface street. He was
traveling at 38 mph on dry pavement under normal condi-
tions with artificial illumination. He is stable but SI, as he
sustained a broken pelvis, dislocated wrist, scrapes and
bruises.

Suicides:

040922: A Cpl from 2d Maint Bn, 2d FSSG was found by
neighbors in his government quarters. SNM had hung
himself with jumper cables from the rafters in his garage.
SNM was undergoing psychiatric treatment and was taking
prescription for Zoloft.

What’s PMO been up to...

NOT DATA THIS WEEK




New Child Passenger Safety Law
“Effective 01 January 2005”

G.S. 20-137.1(a1) reads as: "(a1) A child less than eight
years of age and less than 80 pounds in weight shall be
properly secured in a weight-appropriate child passen-
ger restraint system. In vehicles equipped with an active
passenger-side front air bag, if the vehicle has a rear seat, a
child less than five years of age and less than 40 pounds in
weight shall be properly secured in a rear seat, unless the
child restraint system is designed for use with air bags. If no
seating position equipped with a lap and shoulder belt to
properly secure the weight-appropriate child passenger re-
straint system is available, a child less than eight years of
age and between 40 and 80 pounds may be restrained by a
properly fitted lap belt only."

NOTE: Senate Bill 1218, was ratified by the NC Legisla-
ture on July 15. 2004. The changes will go into effect
January 1, 2005.

* * %

For more information about booster seats, visit www.
boosterseat.gov.

And for more information about Buckle Up America, visit
www.buckleupamerica.org.

MOVE OVER...
IT’S THE LAWY

A NEW Law in North Carolina protects State Troopers and
other law enforcement officers and emergency workers
stopped along side our highways. The Highway Patrol has
taken steps to ensure more safety for citizens and troopers.
In January, 2002, the state's "Move Over" law took effect
requiring motorists, if they can safely do so, to move one
lane away from any law enforcement or other emergency
vehicle that is on the side of the highway. The law requires
motorists to approach cautiously when an emergency vehi-
cle is stopped on the shoulder of the roadway with its lights
flashing. Motorists are required to change lanes away from
the emergency vehicle on a multi-lane highway or slow
down on a two lane highway and can do so safely. Motor-
ists must slow down while maintaining a safe speed. G.S.
20-157 (f).

A violation will cost you $125.

More information on the Move Over law is available on the
NCDOT website. http://www.ncsmartlink.org/whatisITS/
incident.htm

MOTOR VEHICLE SAFETY COURSES

DRIVER IMPROVEMENT COURSE

Date: 13 October
Place: AS-212, Room 121A
Time: 0730-1600 (first 25 Marines, so be early)

For planning purposes, we try to schedule the DIC class on
the second Wednesday of each month. You will be notified
of any change.

Driver's Improvement Class is required for all military per-
sonnel under the age of 26 - and must be completed within
90 days of arrival to their first duty station.

AS-212 is located on Bancroft St, next to the Station Head-
quarters, Pass & ID Building.

REMEDIAL DRIVER IMPROVEMENT COURSE

Date: 8 October
Place: AS-212, Room 121A
Time: 0730-1130

Personnel who have been identified as exhibiting bad driv-
ing habits on and off base, or personnel who have been
sentenced by the MCAS Traffic Court Judge to attend a Re-
medial DIC are required to attend this class.

Motorcycle EXPERIENCED RIDER COURSE
(11 hours)
Offered by Coastal Carolina Community College

Call 910-938-6294 Information and registration.
Course cost $40.00

MOTOCROSS SAFETY TRAINING

1/2 day class ($35.00 per student)
Starting and stopping motorcycle, emergency stopping,
swerves, tight turns, jumping techniques, body position.

Full day class ($70.00 per student)

Same for 1/2 day class, plus motorcycle maintenance up
keep, track conditions, safety awareness, more in depth rid-
ing techniques.

Classes are held at Half Moon Mx Park 1037 Ramsey Rd.
Jacksonville, NC 28546.

Phone 910-938-1346/910-577-5850 Instructor Donnie
Davis.

MCAS NEW RIVER MOTORCYCLE
SAFETY COURSE INFORMATION
AND SCHEDULE

The MCAS Motorcycle Safety Course is tentatively
scheduled for the second and fourth week of each month
(Wednesday and Thursday) from October 2004 through De-
cember 2004, with the exception of November due to the
Thanksgiving Holiday. The classroom portion (first day) will
be taught in building AS-320 room 104 (located on McAvoy
St) and will start promptly at 0800. The student should have
all of the required equipment (specified below) for the class.



The skills course is located in the MALS-26 overflow park-
ing lot between White and Bancroft Street off Campbell
Street, in front of AS-186.

Every attempt will be made to keep the schedule be-
low, however, because the instructors are volunteers
from MAG units, there may be occasions for change. If
so, a rescheduled date will be established as close to
the original date as possible. Personnel enrolled in the
class that is changed will be notified as soon as a
change is determined, therefore accurate and com-
plete contact information when the student enrolls is
essential. Once an individual enrolls in a class, it is ex-
pected that they will in fact attend the class on the date
specified due to the limited space and demand for
seats. As soon as it appears that the student cannot
attend a class they have enrolled in, it is imperative
that they contact the support office (449-6143) and
cancel immediately. If for whatever reason, one elects
not to attend the free MCAS New River Motorcycle
Safety Class and chooses to enroll in a different
course and incurs a fee, it must be understood that
they cannot be reimbursed and that they are solely
responsible for any and all fees incurred. This, how-
ever, is an option for any motorcycle operator if they so
choose. Coastal Carolina Community College offers
this course for approximately $75.00. For further infor-
mation on dates and location, please call Coastal
Carolina Community College directly at 938-6294.

PROJECTED FALL SCHEDULE

13-14 October 2004
27 - 28 October 2004
17 -18 November 2004
8-9 December 2004
22 -23 December 2004

Go enroll in d class., Bhe sBudent
muyst:

Come to the Safety and Environmental Support Office
(second deck AS-211, turn left from main hatchway, first of-
fice on the left) in person and have the following:

1.) Proof of ownership of a motorcycle
2.) Have a motorcycle learners permit or endorsement
on your driver’s license

It is highly recommended that you call 449-6143
prior to coming to sign up to resolve any questions
and ensure all required documentation is in your
possession.

Bo participate in Bhe course
Bhe sBudent must provide and
edr:

1) Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) as specified in
MCO 5100.19E

2) Department of Transportation (DOT) approved
helmet

3) Impact resistant goggles or full face shield attached to
helmet

4) Reflective vest

5) Hard soled shoes with a heel, (over the ankle re
quired)

6) Long sleeved shirt and/or jacket

7) Long leg sturdy pants (no shorts or sweat pants)

8) Full fingered gloves or mittens.

The instructor will ensure compliance with PPE require-
ments. If the student does not have the appropriate
PPE they will not be allowed to continue until they do. If
there is any doubt as to the suitability of a particular
piece of PPE or article of clothing it is highly recom-
mended that the issue be resolved well prior to the
class start date.

Once the student completes the course, they will need
to go to the DMV and show proof of attendance and
demonstrate rider proficiency in a road test to get the
motorcycle endorsement on their license. Once this is
complete bring the endorsement back to the Pass and
ID office (AS-211) to obtain your permanent station de-
cal.

“The Drunk Hunter”

Happy Friday Boys and Girls, I have not writ-
ten an article in a few weeks, so I hope this one makes
up for it. You see the problem is this, there is not a
whole lot of stupid stuff going on these days on base, |
mean gathering material is getting to be a chore. I did
however manage to witness something’s that I think
might be applicable to some, funny to others, and
something we all should think about.

It was early Saturday morning, and I was at the
local Handy Mart getting some coffee getting ready to
go participate in an activity, which is near, and dear to
my heart, Bow Hunting. Now, if you go to a Handy
Mart at 4 in the morning, there are some interesting in-
dividuals in there, especially if you go into a Handy
Mart in North Carolina, and even more so if it’s hunt-
ing season. Anyhow, there I was with my large coffee
and a Honey Bun waiting to pay, and I got to looking
around, and all of a sudden I feel like I just got back
stage passes to the Jerry Springer Show. It wasn’t the




250 pound woman in a half shirt, and shorty shorts that worried me, although the fact that I was
holding a Honey Bun probably wasn’t the safest thing in the world, I figured I could out run her
easy. It wasn’t even the longhaired, bearded guy in the corner talking to his Grape Slurpy wearing
an old Army jacket, which again, minus the whole uni-bomber thing seemed relatively harmless.
What did get me though was the guy wearing Camouflage head to toe, obviously ready to go hunt-
ing. He was standing there with a cup of coffee, and a lit cigarette, waiting to pay. It wasn’t the fact
that It looked like he was getting ready to go help Bill Murry kill a gopher that raised a concern it
was the fact that although he was smoking, and holding a cup of coffee, I could still smell the fact
that his good buddy Jim Beam was going hunting with him.

So after realizing that this guy was a bit further down the road towards a hang over than |
figured he needed to be, to be out in the woods hunting, I thought this guy would be a perfect person
to have a 0400, pre-coffee chat with. I asked him “where you going out at?” Now although his re-
ply sounded a lot like his tongue was twice it’s normal size, I got that he was headed to a “schweet
schpot, dzown ‘da 17 past Willmmmingtonn.” He then proceeded to tell me that I was more than
welcome to come along, I politely declined, and after hearing “I love you man” 3 or 4 hundred
times, the cashier finally got me all rung up and I was off to my little sweet spot for a morning of
hunting.

After getting to my tree stand I got to thinking, down past Wilmington was a heck of a haul
to be driving for that guy. Pulling out of a parking spot would have been rough in his condition, but
to drive to Wilmington, and then hike into the woods, man that’s crazy! I then began to think about
the Marine Corps goal to decrease our mishap rate by 50%, and in comparing the two, what do you
thing was the main contributor to this situation, that’s right Alcohol. We can call it “That Stuff” be-
cause when That Guy uses too much of That Stuff he gets That Stupid. So what’s my point, it is a
crying shame that we are still killing more Marines off duty than in the War (Osama says thanks),
and the majority of those are alcohol related. Everything in life has limits, if you eat to many hot
dogs, it can kill you, you would just have to eat a whole lot of hot dogs. Too much Alcohol can kill
you, but you would have to drink a whole lot of alcohol. Case in point, it’s not the drinking of alco-
hol that kills you, it is the irresponsible, immature behavior that can, and will, eventually kill you or
someone else. You are too valuable of an asset to your country to die for something so stupid. Am I
telling you not to drink-no way- I love a cold one every now and again just like every other red
blooded American. What I am telling you is same as every other week, take things in moderation,
and look out for one another. It is not impossible to go out on Saturday night and have a good time
while remaining sober enough to remember it. Side Note: If you keep waking up next to ugly peo-
ple, and have to ask your buddies if you had a good time, you need to slow down a bit, and maybe
get some help, before something happens that you cant take back.

Until next week, Stay Safe and Have Fun
SSgt Heyward



